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6.    The Krishna Temple.
The village of Mahabaleshwar lies about
three miles to the north of the present
Sanitarium, Malcolm Peith. It is considered
a kshetra or sacred place by the Hindus, as
it is situated at the source of the holy river
Krishna. There is another temple dedicated
to the GodMahadev at this village, known as
* Mahableshwar/ which gives its name to the
village and generally to these hills. The
principal place of worship, however, is the
temple of the river Krishna, which is also
called "the Panchaganga temple," as the
other four holy rivers, besides the Krishna,
namely, Koyana, Yenna, Gayatri and Savitri,
are said to take their source from here.
This temple is held in great reverence
by the Hindus, who visit it on pilgrimage
and bathe in the holy waters of the river
Krishna. The greatest number of pilgrims
resort to this place on kanyagat, every
twelfth year, when the planet Jupitar enters
the sign of Virgo. It is credulously believed
that on this occasion the great river Ganga
{Ganges) comes here to meet her younger
sister Krishna, and remains here for a
period of twelve months.
The temple dedicated in honour of the
river Krishna is said to be built first by